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1 . Claims 22-3 1 are pending. Claims 22-3 1 are rejected. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 22-3 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hudetz et 
al, US Pat No. 5,978,773, in view of Citron et al., US Pat. No. 5,288,976. 

4. As to claim 22, Hudetz teaches a method for obtaining information regarding the source 
of a product from a remote information source location on a global communication network 
utilizing a product code associated with the product and unique thereto, comprising the steps of: 

scanning the product code associated with the product with a scanner at a user location 
on the global communication network to extract the information contained in the unique product 
code therefrom (Hudetz, abstract and col. 3, line 17 - col. 4, line 30); 

assembling a packet of information comprised of the extracted product code and the 
unique code to provide a routing packet (Hudetz, col. 7, line 29 - col. 8, line 46); and 

connecting to the remote information source location utilizing the routing packet and in 
response to the step of scanning, wherein the routing packet is representative of the location of 
the remote information source location on the global communication network through an 
association with a routing table (Hudetz, col 7, line 29 - col. 8, line 46). 
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However, Hudetz does not explicitly teach associating a unique scan ID code with the 
scanning operation, which unique scan ID is uniquely associated with the location of the scanner 
on the global communications network. In the same field of endeavor, Citron teaches the use of 
bar codes, wherein upon scanning the barcode a unique scan ID code and other data are 
transmitted to the server (a data packet is created including a unique barcode scanner ID for the 
scanner at the specific location. Citron, col. 4, line 58 - col. 6, line 10). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated using a unique scan ID as taught by Citron into the 
system of Hudetz for the purpose of increasing the efficiency of user authentication, data 
processing and data retrieval. 

5. As to claim 23, Hudetz-Citron teaches that the unique scan ID is an ID associated with 
the scanner utilized in the step of scanning (Citron, col. 4, line 58 - col 6, line 10). 

6. As to claim 24, Hudetz-Citron teaches a UPC product code (See Hudetz, abstract). 

7. As to claim 25, Hudetz-Citron teaches the method of claim 22, wherein the step of 
connecting comprises: 

transmitting the routing packet from the user location to a predetermined intermediate 
location on the global communication network, wherein the intermediate location has a database 
associated therewith that provides in a stored routing table having the associations stored therein 
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a correlation between product information source locations on the web (Hudetz, col 7, line 1 - 
col. 9, line 21); 

determining if there exists a match between the unique scan ID code associated with the 
scanning information and the extracted product code information in the database (Hudetz, col. 7, 
line 1 - col. 9, line 21); 

if there is a match, returning the associated network routing information regarding the 
associated remote information source location on the global communication network back to the 
user location (Hudetz, col. 8, line 47 - col. 9, line 21); and 

interfacing a user at the user location to the remote information source location in 
accordance with the returned network routing information (Hudetz, col. 9, lines 5-21). 

8. As to claim 26, Hudetz-Citron teach the method of claim 25, and further comprising the 
step of returning information from the remote information source location after connection 
thereto and displaying the returned information on a user computer at the user location (Hudetz, 
col. 9, lines 5-21). 

9. As to claim 27, Hudetz-Citron teach the method of claim 26, wherein information is 
returned back to the user computer at the user location to determine the method by which the 
display is facilititated in accordance with information associated in the database with the unique 
ID (Hudetz, col 9, lines 5-21 and Citron, col. 4, line 58 - col. 6, line 2). 
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10. As to claims 28, Hudetz-Citron teach the method of claim 23, wherein the step of 
scanning comprises: 

providing a unique scanner having associated therewith the unique scan ID code (Citron, 
col 4, line 58 - col. 6, line 2); and 

scanning the product code with the provided scanner to extract information therefrom, the 
step of scanning operable to incorporate the step of associating the unique scan ID code with the 
scanning operation such that the step of scanning also results in the output of the routing packet 
(Hudetz, col. 9, lines 5-21 and Citron, col 4, line 58 - col 6, line 2). 

11. As to claims 29, Hudetz-Citron teach the method of claim 28, wherein the step of 
scanning with the provided scanner comprises the step of decoding information in the product 
code, which product is encoded in a first format to output a value that can be assembled with the 
unique scan ID code in the routing packet (Hudetz, col. 9, lines 5-21 and Citron, col. 4, line 58 - 
col. 6, line 2). 

12. As to claims 30 and 31, Hudetz-Citron teach the step of associating is performed in 
response to the step of scanning and without user intervention (Hudetz, col. 9, lines 5-21 and 
Citron, col. 4, line 58 - col. 6, line 2). 
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13. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 22-3 1 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Specifically, the Applicants' arguments regarding the 
unique scan ID which is associated with the scanner itself or at least with the location of the 
scanner are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Regarding the unique reader ID code, the applicant argued in substance that the prior art 
of record does not teach that the reader ID is . . associated with the scanning operation and it is 
not assembled into a packet of information comprised of the extracted product code and the 
unique scan ID code. Further, Citron et al does to use the reader scan ID to in any way facilitate 
the connection to the remote location, as the connection is made independent of this scan ID. . . 
the only motivation to modify Hudetz et al with the teaching of Citron et al comes from the 
Applicants' inventive combination..." 

The motivation to modify Hudetz with the teaching of Citron can be found in Hudetz 's 
desire to control access to the database (Hudetz, col. 9, lines 43-53). Hudetz suggests the use of 
passwords or digital signatures as examples to authenticate and authorize users. The artisan of 
ordinary skill at the time of the invention would have been led to teachings in the same field of 
endeavor which suggest methods of implementing a more efficient authentication system. The 
artisan, would have found Citron that teach using the unique scanner ID (or digital signature) to 
perform the authentication (Citron, col. 4, line 58 - col 6, line 2). The artisan would have been 
led to incorporate the use of the scanner ID for authentication, as taught by Citron, into the 
internet based data retrieval system of Hudetz, for the purpose of enhancing the authentication 
system. Therefore, it is not necessary for the artisan to incorporate the DTMF communication 
protocol of Citron, but only take from it the use of the scanner ID. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul H Kang whose telephone number is (703) 308-6123. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9 hour flex. First Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on (703) 305-4815. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for regular 
communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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